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"Sweet, tender, and true!" - Laurie Halse Anderson  Jesse cuts her own hair with a Swiss Army

knife. She wears big green fisherman's boots. She's the founding (and only) member of NOLAW,

the National Organization to Liberate All Weirdos. Emily wears sweaters with faux pearl buttons.

She's vice president of the student council. She has a boyfriend.  These two girls have nothing in

common, except the passionate "private time" they share every Tuesday afternoon. Jesse wishes

their relationship could be out in the open, but Emily feels she has too much to lose. When they find

themselves on opposite sides of a heated school conflict, they each have to decide what's more

important: what you believe in, or the one you love?
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Madeleine George's sophomore book shifts between three points of view. It's a little distracting at

first since both Emily and Esther's sections are told in first person and Jesse's is in third. But

George's writing keeps the transition from being too jarring.Jesse Halberstam is out and proud. She

goes around the school in an awful pair of boots and a homemade haircut hanging up posters with

her manifesto for the liberation of weirdos. But she has a secret. Every Tuesday she meets Emily

Miller at the library to make out. Emily's in the closet and staying there. She even has a boyfriend,

Mike McDade. Meanwhile, Jesse meets Esther Meinz in detention and the two join forces in



activism.StarMart wants to put a store in their town. They're having trouble getting land, so they're

trying to put pressure on the town to let them end. That includes funding the Vander High School's

dance and athletic programs. Emily, the student council vice president, orchestrated the corporate

sponsorship. Jesse and Emily may be in love, but the closet and their opposing political views are

tearing them apart.At times I thought Esther's point of view wasn't needed, but I thought the

character was very important to the story. Everyone thinks she and Jesse are together, but neither

of them show any sign of being interested. In fact, her sexuality is never discussed. She and Jesse

are simply friends, and as Esther never brings her dating life up, it's none of Jesse's business. They

connect in plenty of other ways, including their experiences with each of their mother's breast

cancer.I loved Jesse's relationship with her parents. Fran and Arthur pay attention to their daughter

and are their to scold her when she gets in trouble.
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